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4. IN HER GARDEN OF MINT AND MARIGOLD

Dorian imagines he has spared Hetty Merton

I spared somebody. 

As I rode past the farm this morning, 

I saw her white face at the window, like a spray of jasmine.

Simply a girl in a village. 

I am quite sure I loved her. 

I spared somebody.

In a little orchard, 

the apple-blossom kept tumbling down on her hair, 

and she was laughing.

I determined to leave her as flower-like as I had found her. 

I spared somebody. 

She can live, like Perdita, in her garden of mint and marigold... 

...or floating in some star-lit mill-pond, 

with lovely waterlilies round her, 

like Ophelia.  
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